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The route to your roots 


JAYAPRAKASH 

NARAYAN 


Bondits and bullies both relied on his sense of fair play. When, as a 
boy, he tended to pet animals rather than play with his toys, people 
thought he was simple-headed. It was this spirit of kindness, 
however, that guided his lifelong fight against injustice and 
inequality. The rough and tumble of political life may have 
bewildered him, but the country recognised in Jayaprakash Narayan 
an honest, brilliant and selfless Gandhian. 
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SAUL, COME 
HERE TO 
(SREET YOUR 
TEACHER. 


MOTHER, LOOK* 
THAT BIRD HAS 
TURNED 
BLUE! I 


r IVHAT A ^ 
SIMPLE70N YOU ARE! 
A REAL BAUL!® SLUE 
IS THE NATURAL 
COLOUR OF THAT BIRD, 


WHEN JAYAPRAKASH 
WAS FIVE YEARS OLD, 
HE STARTED (jOINS 
TO SCHOOL. ABOUT A 
YEAR LATER, H!S 
TEACHER CAME TO 
SEE HIS FATHER. 


£A VILLAGE ON THE CONFLUENCE OF THE OAN&A AND THE SARAYU ON THE U.P- BIHAR BORDEh 
©A SIMPLETON 


JAVAPRAKASH HARJt/AN 


ON THE AUSPICIOUS DAY OF V/JAYA DASHAMl (it TH OCTOBER,1902 ), THERE WAS 
FESTIVITY IN THE HOUSE OF8ABU HARSU DA1ALINSITA3DIAR4.* HIS W/FEPHUL RANI, 
HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO A SON. THE CHILD WAS NAMED JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN. 





























































































WHY DO YOU CALL 
HIM‘BAUL’? I HAVE 
YET TO MEET A 
CLEVERER CHILD! y 


THAT EVENING 


I AM VERY HAPPY 
TO HEAR YOU 
s5AY THAT, SIR. - 


DOVES* HOW 
LOVELY* y 


THE CHILD WHO HAD NO INTEREST fN TOYS 
WAS DELIGHTED WITH THE DOVES. 


TAKE CARE OF 
THEM. YOU WILL 
GROW TO LIKE 
V THEM. 


IN HIS SORROW, JAYAPRARASH COULD NOT EAT 

THE INHOLE DAY -.• r-"—77- 

-- —( MOTHER, I AM JUST / 

_ Vnot hungry. 


BUT SOME TIME LATER, 
ONE OF THE DOVES DIED, 




































































MOVED BY His SON'S SORROW, HARSU DAYAL 
THOUGHT OP A WAY 70 D/STRACT HIM, 


LATER, H/S FATHER SAVE HIM A DOB AND A 
RABBIT, THE FAMILY ALREADY HAD A PONY. 


JAYAPRAKASH WAS VERY FOND OF READ NO. 
BY THE TIME HE WAS TEN YEARS OLD , HE 
HAD READ MANY BOOHS ON THE KINGS 
AND HEROES OF ANCIENT INDIA. BUT THE 
BHAGAVADS/TA HELD A SPECIAL CHARM 


IT J S BEAUT!PUL, 
FATHER • 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE 
THIS LITTLE 
DEER AS A 
PET? 


HARSU DAYAL WAS SO IMPRESSED BY H/S 
SON’S INTEREST IN LEARNING THAT, WHEN 
HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, HE DECIDED 



TO SEND HIM TO PATNA FOR FURTHER 



AT PATNA, JAYAPRAKASH WAS RANKED 
AMONG THE BRILLIANT STUDENTS OF H/S 
SCHOOL . ARITHMETIC WAS HtQ FAVOURITE 


SUBJECT. 


NOT 


EAT 


WILL 


OR REST T/LL I HAVE 
DONE THIS SUM. ^ 
































































he is an Englishman, so he doesn’t 

KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS 
FESTIVAL. I CAN’T ACCEPT HIS DECISION. 


THE NEXT PAY) THE HEADMASTER, MR.WHfTMORE, 



JAYAPRAKASH EOT FIVE STROKES OF 



THREAD 


JAYAPRAKASH f S ACT Of PROTEST DID HOT 60 UN - 
NOTICED. HE WON THE HEARTS OF THE OLDER 
SOYS OF THE HOSTEL WHO WERE DEEPLY INTEREST¬ 


ED IN THE POLITICAL SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY. 



JAYAPRAKASH, 

I YOU MUST ATTEND 
OUR MEETINGS. 
WHY DON’T YOU 
COME WITH ME 


CERTAINLY, 


THE SYMBOLIC 































































































THE MEETINGS WERE HELD IN THE ROOM OF CHHOTAN S/N6H, ONE OF THE STUDENTS. 




WHY IS HE 
DOING THAT?, 


NO! SANDHI HAS SHOWN A 
BETTER WAY IN CHAMPARAN— 
BY BRINGING TO HEEL THE 
INDIGO SAHIBS THROUGH 
HIS NON-VIOLENT SATYA- 


TO PROVE THAT 
HE IS AN INTREPID 
REVOLUTIONARY, READ 
THIS BOOK WRITTEN 
BY HIM AND YOU 
WILL LEARN OF HOW 
THE BRITISH HAVE 
BEEN EXPLOITING 
OUR COUNTRY. 


JAYAPRANASH ALSO wok TO ATTEND/A!<5 THE MEETINGS 
OF THE SENIOR STUDENTS /N THE HOSTEL . 


WE HAVE TO 
OUR FREED 
BOSE* HAS 
US THE 


THAT’S RIGHT* BOMBS 
AND FIREARMS ARE 




YOU ARE WRONG. WE MUST 
OCCUPY ALL GOVERNMENT 
ESTABLISHMENTS BY 
AND FINISH OFF THE 
BRITISH WITH BOMBS! 


WHEN HE WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD, 
JAVAPRAKASH PASSED HIS MATRICULA¬ 
TION EXAMINATION WITH FIRST CLASS 
MARKS AND HE WAS AWARDED A 
SCHOLARSHIP. HE OPTED FOR FURTHER 
STUDIES IN SCIENCE. 


THE FIRST REVOLUTIONARY TO THROW A SOME AT AN ENGLISHMAN 













































































BUT HEART WAS/N LITERATURE AND MS FA/TH /N THE GITA . DURING FREE PERIODS— 




WITHOUT A 
DOUBT! AND 
PRABHA IS 
ALREADY A 
dedicated 
.nationalist. 


IP WE DID OUR 
DUTY WITH FAITH 
AND SINCERITY, THE 


IT WAS DURING THIS WME THAT THROUGH HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW ,, 8RAJ BEHARf SAHA/, JAVA 
PRAKASH CAME IN CONTACT W/THRAJENpRA PRASAD AND BRA! K/SHORE 8ABU WHO WERE 
LEAPING FIGURES IN PATNA. 


IT’S NOT JUST MY DILEMMA, BABUJ1,BUT THAT 
OF ALL THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF MV GENERATION. 
WE ARE TORN WITH DOUBT. IS GANDHJJl'S WAY 
THE RIGHT ONE OR THAT OF KHUDfRAM BOSE? 
EACH SEEMS TO BE RIGHT IN HIS OWN WAY. 


THE MARRIAGE WAS ARRANGED 
AND TOOK PL ACE INISIS. PRABHAVATt 
WAG FOURTEEN YEARS OLD AND 
JAYAPRAKASH WAS SEVENTEEN . 


8RAJ K/SHORE BABU WAS IMPRESSED BY 


JAYAPRAKASH. 

THAT BOY SEEMS VERY 
BRIGHT TO ME. DO YOU THINK 
HE WOULD BE A SUITABLE 
MATCH FOR MY DAUGHTER, 
PRABHAVATI ? 





















































miLAMA A8UL KALAM AZAD 1 
AND JAWAHARLAL NEHRU WILD 
SPEAK TODAY AT A j 
i PUBLIC MEET/NS. IT J 
|w IS A PITV WE jM 
U^WCAN’T GO, ^&TT7s 


W JANUARY 1321 1 JAVAPRAKASH WAS PREPARING FOR Hi6 FINAL EXAMINATION* WHEN— 

M 

WO, I THINK WE 
SHOULD SO, THERE 
WON’T BE ANOTHER 
SUCH OPPORTUNE 
FOR-A LONS TIME. 



' HE IS RIGHT! ' 
THE BRITISH JUST 
USE US AS 
fc, CLERKS! y 


| THE MAULANA WAS AN INSPIRING ORATOR. 

FRIENDS, I BRINS YOU A 
MESSAGE FROM SANDHIJI; 

“THE ENGLISH SCHOOLS ARE 
FACTORIES TO PRODUCE 
SLAVES. LEAVE THEM.*’ 


SOMEONE IN THE AUDIENCE PROTESTED— 



r DO HOU MEAN ^ 
THAT IF NECTAR IS 
NOT AVAILABLE 
HOU SHOULD TAKE 
POISON? A 


(SANDHIJI SHOULD 
SET UP NEW SCHOOLS 
BEFORE ASKING US TO 
QUIT THE OLD ONES! 




INSPIRED 8H MAULANA AZAP’S EXHOR¬ 
TATIONS* JAHAPRAKASH AND HUNDREDS 
OF OTHER HOUNG MEN LEFT THE 



SCHOOLS AND CQLLE6ES WHICH 
RECEIVED GRANTS FROM THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT. 


from this dah 

ONWARDS, WE SHALL NOT 
ACCEPT ANH CHAR/TV FROM 
THE BRITISH-NEITHER IN 
EDUCATION NOR IN EMPUOV- 
MENTf WE SHALL LIBERATE 















































THAT NIGHT, JAVAPRAKASH REVEALED HIS 
THOUGHTS 70 HIS WIFE. |- 


PRABHA, I ’VE GIVEN A LOT OF THOUGHT 
TO MH STUDIES. IN THE UNITED STATES, 
STUDENTS EARN WHILE THBH LEARW. 

J COU LD-(5 0 THERE, BUT HOU- 

UOUMLL NEVER FIND 
ME A HJNDRANCE.60 
AHEAD AND MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS 
TO SO THERE. 


DON’T WORRH ABOUT 
ME. I WILL 00 AND 
STAV WITH 
6ANDHUI 
AT THE 
SABARMATI 


IN THE SAME HEAR t JAHAPRAKA5H PASSED 
THE INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION IN THE FIRST 
DIVISION FROM THE BIHAR V/PVAPEETH. 

BUT f CAN’T SO TO 
ANH INSTITUTION 


NOW HQU MUST 
CONTINUE HOUR 
STUDIES AT THE 
KASHI VISHVA 


rr 




IN THAT CASE, 
BRAJ KISHORE 
BABU FEELS THAT 
! VOU SHOULD 60 


TO THE VERH 
COUNTRY WHICH 
HAS ENSLAVED US? 
FATHER, PLEASE 
DO NOT ASK ME 




























































IN THE UNITED STATES, JAHAPRAKASH 
PLANNED TV STUDV AT BERKELEY BUT MEN 
HE WENT TO THE UNIVERSITC FOR 
ADMISSION— 


HE WENT BACK TO THE NALANPA CLUB ., 
THE INEXPENSIVE PLACE AT BERKELEY 

WHERE INDIANS LIVED. \ -- 

J THAT’S RIGHT! 
MANY INDIANS 
WORK AT MARYS¬ 
VILLE AS FOREMEN 
DON’T YOU 60 


THE AGITATION HAS 
BEEN CRUSHED FDR THE 
MOMENT BUT WE 


JAHAPRAKASH DECIDED TO 60 TO MARUSVILLE. 


WE HAVE HEARD A 
LOT ABOUT SANDHI’S 
AGITATION. WILL HE 
SUCCEED BY THESE 
A\ETH0DS IN GAINING 

CBCCfOM 



I SHOULD KISS 
YOUR FEET BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE JUST COME 
FROM INDIA f 


SHER KHAN, THE OVERSEER, WAS 
DELIGHTED TO MEET AND HEAR THE 
NEWCOMER. 



SHER KHAN DIRECTED HIM TO A 
VINEVARP. JAUAPRAKASH WORKED FOR 
NINE HOURS EVER 1 / PAH. TT WAS HERE 
THAT HE LEARNT TO LOVE THE DOWN¬ 
TRODDEN AND THE POOR. 


IN THE EVENING, YOU MUST 
COME AND EAT WITH US. WHILE 
YOU ARE HERE. WE WILL EAT 
ONLY VEGETARIAN FOOD. 


SHER KHAN, 

I FEEL AS IF I ’VE 
FOUND A LONS” 
LOST BROTHER 
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HE SPENT A YEAR AT IOWA. BUTEVEK' THERE HE HAD TV WORK HARD TO EARN 
ENOU6H TO PAH HIS WAH THROWN COLLEGE. 




THAT'S RIGHT. 
. Slfff A 


AT IOWA UNIVERSITH, JAHAPRAKASH 
BECAME POPULAR WITH H!$ TEACHERS 
AND FELLOW STUDENTS. AFFECTIONATELY. 
THEY ABRIDGED HIS NAME TO H JP * 


yowre earn j 

AWAH TO CHICAGO Ji 
V I’M TOLD? y'. 


FROM CHICAGO HE WENT 7V MADISON 
WHERE HE META POLISH JEW, ABRAM 
LANPy* WHO INTRODUCED HIM TO THE 
BOOKS OF KARL MARX, j - 






























































































































JAYPRAKASH NARAYAN 


INFLUENCED BY COMMUNIST THOUGHT. JP 
DECIDED 70 VISIT THE SOVIET UNION. 




|~»0 VACANCY^ 
j, FOR ASIANS 1 


IN THE WINTER OF1326, HE RETURNED 
TO CHICAGO. IN THE MORNINGS HE 
WOULD TARE JUST ONE CUP OF COFFEE 
AND GO OUT TO LOOK FOR A JOG. BUT— 


WHEREVER HE WENT, 
HE WAS CONFRONTED 
WITH SUCH NOTICES. 




7V ADD 70 HIS MISERY, JP DID NOT 
HAVE ENOUGH WARM CLOTHES, 


HE TRUDGED FOR LONG 
MILES ON SNOW- COVERED 
ROADS LOOKING FOR 
SOME JOS, ANY J05 — 



I DIP NOT WANT TO WRITE ' 
HOME FOR MONEY, BUT LUCK 
HAS LET ME DOW^NJ A 


INEVITABLE, JP FELL ILL AND HE WAS 
BED-RIDDEN FOR SIX MONTHS. HE 
INCURRED A LOT OF DEBTS AND FELL 
BEHIND IN HIS STUDIES. 


HIS FATHER MORTGAGED HIS 
LANDS TO SEND HIM THE MONEY. 


JAHAPRAKASH GAVE UP HIS PLANS TO 
GO 7D THE SOVIET UNION. INSTEAD HE 
MOVED ON TV OHIO, WHERE HE 
OBTAINED HIS B.A.DEGREE IN 
SOCIOLOGY AND ECONOMICS. HE THEN 
BEGAN STUDYING FOR H/SM.A., WHILE 
ALSO TEACHING AS ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY. 
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AFTER SEVEN YEARS ABROAD, JP 
RETURNED HOME ON NOVEMBER 23JS20. 
NE WAS THEN TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OLD. 


DUR/NS THE SEVEN HEARS THAT JP WAS IN AMERICA, THE STRUGGLE FOR 
FREEDOM /N/NO/A HAD GAINED MOMENTUM UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF SANDHI. 


H/S THESIS, SOCIAL VARmON#*,SUBMITTED 
FOR H/S MASTER'S DEGREE, WAS ADJUDGED 
THE BEST THAT YEAR . WEN HE DECIDED 70 
ENROL FOR THE PH. D. DEGREE, BUT HE 
RECEIVED DISTURBING NEWS FROM 
HOME — 


ANOTHER! HOW 
SLAP I 


SON, WITH SUCH A LONS 
SEPARATION PROM VDU, 
LIFE HAD BECOME 
DIFFICULT. 


JP SPENT A FEW DAYS W/TH H/S PARENTS AND THEN LEFT TO SEE PRASHA VATS. 
WAS IN SRINAGAR WITH HER FATHER. 

HOU’VE COME BACK AT A 
GOOD TIME. INDIA NEEDS 
DEDICATED MEN TO WORK 
FOR HER. 


ON DECEMBER 29, 1923 , JP AND PRABHA 
WENT TO WARDHA TO SEE SANDHI. THERE 
JP MET JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 




WHAT DO YOU 
PLAN TO DO 
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jahaprakash accepted the offer and. 
EAEC/ IN 1330, HE REACHED ALLAHABAD. 
PRABHAVATI JOINED HIM THERE. 






WE MUST 
<50 TO HER 
.AT ONCE* 


PRABHAVATI AND FA MALA NEHRU BECAME 
<500D FRIENDS, 700. JP WAS HAPPH 
AT HOME AS WELL A S AT WORK, WHEN— 

PRASHA, MOTHER 
IS ILL AND MAY 
.NOT SURVIVE. 


IN APRIL 1330, GANDHI LAUNCHED THE 
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT. THE 
WHOLE COUNTRY WAS IN A TURMOIL. 


AT THIS CRl/CIAL MOMENT., JAHAPRAKASH HAD 70 SrA</IN HIS VILLA&E BECAUSE: 
OF HIS AIL/NS MOTHER. f = _ — —- - ----- 

o 


BETWEEN 


LOVE 


FOR 


MY 


MOTHER AND 
DUTY TO MY 
, COUNTRY* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JP TOOK THE 
HARD DECISION 
CP LEAVING HIS 
MOTHER, $UT SHE 
FOLLOWED HIM TO 
PATNA. THE JOURNEY 
WAS TOO MUCH FOR 
HER AND SHE DIED 
SHORTLY AFTER. 


MOTHER | 


A! 


SANDHI REPLIED IMMEDIATELY— 


*'S?*>*>&' 

S ^Co 


JP'£ FATHER was suffering from 

PARALYSIS. HE HAD MORTGAGED H/S 
LAND TO SEND MONEY TO JP IN THE 
U. S. THE FAMILY {NAS NOW /N FINANCIAL 
STRAITS. 



JAYAPRAkASH ACCEPTED THE JOS, BUT 
WITHIN SAC MONTHS, HE LEFT tT AND 
RETURNED TO ALLAHABAD, j- 


pci 


I AM EAGER TO 
MEET JAWAHARLAL, 
HE JS SURE TO HAVE 
SOME MEAW/N6FUL 
WORK FOR ME. 




A 


JAWAHARLAL HAD SEEN RELEASED FROM 
JAIL EARLIER AS THE BRITISH GOVERN¬ 
MENT HAD COME ID AN AGREEMENT WITH 
THE CONGRESS PARTY AND THE ClV/L DIS¬ 
OBEDIENCE MOVEMENT HAD BEEN CALLED CPF. 

























































JAYPRAKASH NARAYAN 




A YEAR LATER, THE CONGRESS RENEWED THE MOVEMENT FOLLOWING WE BREAK¬ 
DOWN QF TALKS W/TH THE GOVERNMENT, JAWAHARLAL HAP TO LEAVE FOR BOMBAY TO 
ATTEND A MEETING OF THE CONGRESS WORKING COMMiTEE. 


jAVAPRAKASH, 

I EXPECT TO SE 
ARRESTED OM THE 
HERE ARE IMPORTANT 
PAPERS WHICH SHOULD 
NOT FALL INTO 
OF THE 
THESE 

BOMBAY FOR THE 
MEETING. 


NEHRU’S FEARS WERE JUSTIFIED; HE WAS 
ARRESTED, MEANWHILE JAYAPRAKASH 
PREPARED TO SO TO BOMBAY IN DISGUISE. 


NOW 

NOBODY 4 
WILL 

RECOGNISE 


HE ELUDED THE POLICE AND 
LANDED IN BOMBA Y. HE WENT 
STRAIGHT TO MRS. SARQJtNI NAIDU, 
ACTING PRESIDENT 
CONGRESS, AND GAVE 



IN BOMBAY. JAYAPRAKA&H PtP A LOT OF 
UNDERGROUND WORK. AS SENIOR 

congress leaders were arrested 

ONE AFTER ANOTHER , HE TOOK OVER 
MORE AND MORE ORGANISATIONAL WORK. 
BUT AT LAST ON SEPTEMBER T, 1032. 

HE, TOO, WAS ARRESTED. 


IN JAIL f HEMET ASOKA MEHTA, MINOO 
MASANI, ACHYUT PATWARDHAN, N. G. BORAH 
AND OTHERS, WITH WHOM HE HAD LONG 
DISCUSSIONS. AFTER HIS RELEASE, HE 
FORMED THE SOCIALIST CONGRESS WITHIN 
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7 J HAD A DUTY TO PERFORM. THIS 
I HAVE DISCHARGED, REGARDLESS 
OP THE CONSEQUENCES. THAT IT 
ALSO CONSTITUTES AN OFFENCE 
UNDER CERTAIN LAWS OF A 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT, ESTAB- . 
. LISHED SH FORCE IN THIS / 
XCOUNTRU, DOES NOT 

CONCERN ME-- 


UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT1355, 
PROVINCIAL AUTONOW WAS GRANTED, 8UT JP WAS 
NOT HAPPY. 






WHEN THE SECOND WORLD WAR BROKE 
OUT, OP DID NOT WANT INDIA INVOLVED 
IN IT. HE LED A STRIKE OP THE WORKERS 
OF AN ARMAMENT FACTORY. 


WE WILL NOT BE A PARTH TO THIS 
WAR, FOR WE REGARD 
GERMAN NAZISM AND BRITISH 
.IMPERIALISM AS EVIL AND BOTH AS 
OUR ENEMIES. 


GANDHI STRONGLY CRITICISED THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR ARRESTING JAUAPRAKASH. 
IN H/S PAPER, HAR/JAN. HE WROTE — 


JP WAS SENTENCED AND IMPRISONED. 
WHILE SERVING HIS TERM AT 
HAZARIBA6H JAIL , HE LEARNT THAT THE 
CONGRESS HAD OFFERED TO CO-OPERATE 
IN THE WAR IN RETURN FOR A NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT IN NEW DELHI. 


^SeSS? 


NO, THEH SHOULD 
NOT HAVE agreed. 

SOMETHING 
MUST BE DONE 
TO ORGANISE A 


Wxd 

'J&EO 


JP WAS ARRESTED FOR HIS ANT/-WAR ACTIVITIES. BUT HE DEFENDED H/MSELF IN THE 
DOCK— - 












































































SOON AFTER ms RELEASE, JAYAPRAKASH 
LEFT FOR BOMBAY 70 OR&ANiSE AN 


UNDER6ROUNP MOVEMENT, ONLY 70 BE 
ARRESTED ON ARRIVAL. HE WAS SENT 
70 A <JA!L tNPEOU, /N RAJPUTANA. * 






JAYAPRAKASH WAS TAKEN 7V THE JAIL 
SUPERINTENDENT, i , j__ _ -— 14 % 

NO, l T M NOT ASHAMED. 

I AM ONLH SCRRW THAT 


SMUS6LIN© OUT 
LETTERS* AREN’T 

you ashamed of 


- CALLED RAJASTHAN 


THE NEXT DAY, THE COUNTRY LEARNT 
OF THIS INCIDENT. THE (GOVERNMENT 
ISSUED A LONS COMMUNIQUE. 



PUNS TO CONTACT TERROR/ST 
ORGANISATIONS■.. WERE SEIZED 
FROM MR. JAHAPRAKA5H NARAVAN• • 
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LATBR.JP ms TRANSFERRED TO HAZARI8A6H 
JAIL. NEW PRISONERS KEPT POURING IN, 
BRINGING NEWS ABOUT WE FREEDOM 




UP WORMED OUT A PLAN OF ESCAPE. ON 
THE NI&HT OF DIWALI IN NOVEMBER 1943. 
AS THE PRISONERS CELEBRATED •.. 
































































OH,I LEFT THE PACKAGE 
WITH THE EXTRA CLOTHING 
AND MONEY BEHIND* ^ 


NEVER MIND! THE ^ 
MAIN THING IS TO GET 
AWAY AS SOON AS 
^ POSSIBLE. ^ 


IN A FEW MINUTES 
THEY HAP CLIMBED 
OVER AND WERE FREE*\ 



JP TOURED THE COUNTRY /N DI6SUISE, HE 
SENT PRINTED AND CYCLOSTYLED 
LETTERS TO FREEDOM F/6HTERS ALL 
OVER INDIA. - ----< 



THOUSAND RUPEES HAS SEEN 
L ANNOUNCED FOR INFORMATION 
^ LEADING TO HIS ARREST. 


THE WHOLE COUNTRY SPOKE OF 
JAYAPRAKASH'S SOLD ESCAPE WITH 

PRIDE. |—- 4 

MM 1 A REWARD OF TWENTY-ONE 


r THAT’S ^ 
FOOLISH! NOBODY 
WOULD GIVE HIM 
AWAY! 


SOME OF THESE LETTERS FOUND THEIR 
WAY WAN AMERICAN MILITARY INSTALLA¬ 


TION tN INDIA, 




JP SET UP A TRAIN INS CENTRE FOR 
REVOLUTIONARIES NEAR THE KOS! RIVER 
IN SIHAR, RAM MANOHAR LOH/A JOINED 

H/M THERE. 


THE POLICE ARE ON OUR 
TRAIL, WE MUST SO INTO 
HIDING! 


YOU ARE THE 
SOLDIERS OF A FREE 
COUNTRY. WE ASK 
TO HELP US FIGHT 
BRITISH FASCISM 






























































don't worry. 

HOLD MY HAND i 
AND I 'LL GUIDE 
YOU. , 


IN THE ENSUING CONFUSION, JP AND LOW A ESCAPED. 


RETURN/NO 70 /ND/A, HE RESUMED HIS 
REVOLUTIONARY ACT/V/T/ES. ONCE,WH/LE 
HE WAS TRAVELUNS FROM AMR/TSAR 70 
LAHORE, JHE TRAIN WAS HALTED AT 
MUGHALPURA NEAR LAHORE. ' 


JP WAS TAKEN TO LAHORE JA/L AND 
SUBJECTED TO ENDLESS QUESTIONING, 

YOU PLANNED TO 00 
THE NORTH-WEST 
PROPER PROVINCE TO 
INCITE THE PATHANS. 

DIDN'T ’ 


ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS. 
I AM WORKING POR MY 
^COUNTRY'S INDEPENDENCE AND 
I WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 


JP, WITH LOH/A AND OTHERS, TRIED TV 
SLIP ACROSS THE BORDER TO NEPAL, 
BUT THEY WERE ARRESTED BY THE 
NEPALESE POLICE A FEW DAYS LATER, 


THE POLICE STATION TV WHICH THEY WERE 
TAKEN WAS BESIEGED BY JP f S 
ASSOCIATES. 
























































SEEING ME, RAM MANOHAR 
LjOHIAJ THEY CAUGHT UP 
WITH /ME IN BOMBAY* 


ONB DAY — 


AM I SEEING THINGS? 
HAS MY THIRTEEN-MONTH 
STAY IN THIS CELL 
AFFECTED ME SO 
BADLY ? 



LONG LIVE 
JAYAPRAKASH! 


asm JAlL 


INDIAN YOUTH 
riNDASAD! 


LATER. BOTH, JPAND SjOHIA WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO AGRA JAIL. TREY WERE 
RELEASED IN APRIL 1946. r -" 

~xx r c^_.r 






jayaprakash is the name \ 

TO WHOM HISTORY GIVES RESPECT: 
MARKS OF WHOSE STEPS / 

ARE PRINTED ON ITS HEART.. 


LONG LIVE 
JAYAPRAKASH* 


pi»jp 

jayaprawashSS 

Z/NDABAD! Mi 


JP’& POPULARITY ALL OVER INDIA HAD INCREASED ENORMOUSLY. AT A MAMMOTH 
GATHERING, THE RENOWNED HINDI POET, D/NKAR, REC/TED A LONS POEM WRITTEN 
IN HONOUR OF JAYAPRAKASH. \ 

jest .- 1 


INDIA WENT THROUGH BREATHTAKING 
DEVELOPMENTS, LOH/A AND JAYAPRAKASH 

WITH THE POLICIES 
OF THE SENIOR LEADERS . 


NOAKHALI, DELHI, 
BIHAR! I CANNOT 
STOMACH THESE 
COMMUNAL RIOTS 
ANYMORE. I’M 
GOING TO 
RESIGN FROM 
THE CONGRESS 
WORKING 
COMMITTEE 


YOU ARE RIGHT. WE MUST FORM 
AN INDEPENDENT PARTY. 


THE COUNTRY ATTAINED FREEDOM ON 
AUGUST IS, 1947. IT WAS A DAY OF 
HAPPINESS, YET THERE WAS SADNESS, 
TOO, FOR THE COUNTRY HAD BEEN 
PARTITIONED, r-- 


BOTH ELATION AND CELEBRATION 
ARE MEANINGLESS. PARTITION IS 

NOT WHAT WE 
FOUGHT FOR! 


















































































PRABHA, AT THIS TIME 
VOUR PLACE IS BY THE 
SIDE OF JAYAPRAKASH. 
YOU MUST 60 TO / 
HIM. 


I WILL 60 

BAPUJI. 


GANDHI UNDERSTOOD JP>5 ANGUISH. 



IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR, JPAND HIS 
PR/ENDS FORMED THE SOCIALIST PARTY, 
INDEPENDENT OF THE CONGRESS. 


«•» NOW IN A FREE INDIA 
IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT TO BE OPPOSED TO 
THE CONGRESS IS NOT TO 
BE OPPOSED TO THE 
NATION, BUT RATHER TO 
CERTAIN POLICIES AND 
METHODS OF 
MENT-... 


JP PLUNGED INTO HIS WORK WITH ADDED ENTHUSIASM. ON NOVEMBER 25,1343, HE 
ORGANISED AN UNPRECEDENTED DEMONSTRATION BY PEASANTS IN PATNA. 




YES, THAT'S ^ 
BECAUSE OF HIS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH 
v NEHRU! 


^ jp is f 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE PARTY’S 
^ DEFEAT! A 


IN THE GENERAL ELECTIONS OP I36Z, 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY PARED BADLY. 
LATER, INHEN THE BIHAR UNIT OF THE 
PARTY MET — 


JP WORKED 
COVERTLY FOR 
THE 


THE MAN WHO HAD DEDICATED H/MSELF 
TO HIS PARTY, COULD NOT BEAR THESE 
ACCUSATIONS: JP BROKE DOWN. 
































































JP WITHDREW FROM ACTIVE POLITICS AMD 



SPENT H/Q TIME READ/NO AND THINKING 
OVER THINGS. 


THE COUNTRY IS HEADIN6 


A DEAD END. IF J 

TO >1 



JP BEGAN TO TAKE AN INTEREST IN THE 
BHOODAN MOVEMENT LAUNCHED BV 
ViNOBA SHAVE. THE MOVEMENT WAS AIMED 


AT PROVIDING LAND FOR THE LANDLESS 
AND PROMOTING VILLAGE DEMOCRACY. 



IN JUNE THAT YEAR, JP UNDERTOOK A 


TWENTY-ONE-DAY FAST BECAUSE HE FELT HE 
HAD LET DOWN THE POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 
WORKERS 70 WHOM HE HAD CONVEYED 
GOVERNMENT PROMISES WHICH WERE 
NOT KEPT. HE FELT MORALLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR DISAPPOINTING THE WORKERS. 




LATTER, HE JOINED THE BHOODAN MOVEMENT. HE PERSUADED LAND-OWNERS TO 
DO NATE^ PART OF THEfR L AND TV THE LANDLESS PEASANTS. 

\D0 NOT POSSESS' 

MUCH, BUT I WILL BE 
GLAD TO GIVE SOME OF 
IT 7D THOSE WHO 
HAVE NONE 
AT ALL. 


FRIEND, YOU HAVE 
''UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF N 
OUR MISSION. IF ONLY RICHER 
LANDLORDS WOULD DO as 
)E*\ YOU HAVE PONE ! 

IN ONE WEEK JP COLLECTED PLEDGES FOR SEVEN THOUSAND ACRES OF LAND. 
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I WANT TO ANNOUNCE TO THIS AUGUST \ 
GATHERING THAT I AM RETIRING FROM ACTIVE 
POLITICS. I DEDICATE THE REST OF MY LIFE . 
■TO SARVODAYA AND TO BHOODAN / 

WORK.... 


WORKERS* ADDR5SSED A HU&£ GATHERING OF 6ARVODAYA 


THEN ONE DAY IN MAY1970, HE RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM MUZAFFARPUR WHICH MADE HIM 

ACT AT ONCE— \ --—- 

THE NAXALJTES HAVE 
SERVED DEATH 
NOTICES ON TWO 
SARVOOAYA 
WORKERS. THE 
EXECUTION 
DATES ARE THE 
5TH AND 7TH 


NEARLY SIX HUNDRED PERSONS DECIDED TO 
FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE. HE SETTLED DOWN IN AN 
EXTREMELY BACKWARD VILLAGE IN BIHAR. IN A 
FEW YEARS, THE AREA WAS TRANSFORMED. DAMS 
WERE DUS TO TRAP RAIN-WATER AND THEY EVEN 
TRIED OUT SIMPLE RURAL TECHNOLOGY AND BUILT 
A Q0BAR-6AS PLANT. 


YES HE HAS 
©N’T IT WONDERFUL TO A GIVEN UP THE POSSI- 
HAVE JAYAPRAKASH DIRECT-/ BILITY OF SUCCEEDING 
JNG US HERE? ^^^NEHRU, IN ORDER TO 

SET AN EXAMPLE OF 
DOING WORK AT THE 
GRASSROOTS LEVEL. 


ALTHOUGH RESPONSE TO THE 
BHOODAN MOVEMENT WAS 
ENTHUSIASTIC AT FIRST, IT 
GRADUALLY BEGAN 70 UOSE 
ITS FIRE. 


WE ARE BECOMING STALE AND 
FLABBY OF SPIRIT. PERHAPS ^ 
THIS IS BECAUSE OUR WORK ^ 
INVOLVES NO DANGER TO US 
AND DEMANDS NO GREAT 

























































FORTUNATELY , THE THREATENED EXECUTIONS WERE NOT CARRIED OUT. WHEN JP 
AND HIS WIFE ARRIVED AT MUZAFFARPUR, VILLAGERS POURED OUT THEIR HEARTS 
70 THEM, POINTING OUT THAT THE RICH HAD PERSISTENTLY DEFIED REFORM LAWS. 



GOTO COURT? NO, I 
COULDN’T 60 TO COURT, 
HOW WOULD t HAVE 
1 PAID THE LAWYERS^- 


THE LANDLORDS PAID ME MUCH 
LESS THAN I SHOULD SET FOR 
MY DAILY LABOUR. WHEN I 
PROTESTED , I AND MY . 
k' FAMILY WERE BEATEN^ 


iiSTED ON MY 

Sharecropper > * 

yiCTED ME AN D NO^ 
HOMELESS, 


rights as a 

undlosde 


WE WERE'BEATEN UP, AND 
OUR HOUSES were burnt. 

VfW f j l tf tlfr- OUR FAULT? WE ARE 

..UNTOUCHABLES. 


THE GOVERNMENT IS OUT OF TOUCH 
THE SOLUTION IS TO INVOLVE PEOPLE 
DIRECTLY IN THE PROCESS OF SOCIAL 
CHANGE AND, IF THE SITUATION 
REQUIRES IT, TO OFFER NON-VIOLENT 
NON-CO-OPERATION. GANDHUI HAS 
SHOWN US THE WAY. 
























































































I AM RAM SINGH, 

A FOREST CONTRACTOR 
ir-sFROM THE CHAMB4U 

VALLEY. M 


IS THERE ANYTHING 
I CAN DO FOR 

you? 


JP APPLIED HIMSELF 70 THE PROBLEMS OF 
THE NAXAUTES AND THE NA6AS THROUGH 
5ARV0DAYA METHODS. BUT WHAT HAPPENED 
IN 1371 WAS UNIQUE, AND AMAZED THE 
WORLD. IN 
PATNA , 

ONEDAY— 


r I BRIN© YOU 
A MESSAGE FROM 
THE DAGOITS. THE 
CHAMBAL REBELS 
WOULD UKE TO 
SURRENDER TO 


YOU 


I SHOULD, BABUJi 


MACHO SINQH WAS THE DREADED PACO/T 
OF THE CHAMBAL VALLEY ON WHOSE HEAD 
THERE WAS A PRICE OF RS. 1,50, OOO. 


BABUJI, WE WANT YOU 
TO ACT AS OUR INTER¬ 
MEDIARY WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT. 





























































SOME FOREIGNERS WOULD LIKE 
TO MEET JP—IF IT IS 



JP AGREED 70 ACT ON 
BEHALF OF THE DACO/TS 
AND A PROBLEM WHICH 
HAD EARLIER DEFIED ALL 

GOVERNMENT efforts 

NAS SOLVED, HUNDREDS 

OFDAcars surrender¬ 
ed ON APRIL 14,(972. 


OUR activities have brought much 
SUFFERING 10 OTHER PEOPLE. WE 
NOW VOW 10 MAKE AMENDS AND 
START A NEW 

LIFE--.. 









































































IN APRIL 1973, PRABHAVAT! DIED. 

THE LOSS WAS GREAT BUT JP DID 
NOT 6/VE UP HIS WORK. /N SPITE OF 
ILL HEALTH, HE CONTINUED HIS FIGHT 
AGAINST CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE. 
THE FOLLOW/NS TEAR, AT A STUDENTS 1 
MEETING AT VARANASI— «- 


HIS EXHORTATIONS PRODUCED THE 
SHARPEST REACTION IN GUJARAT WHERE 
A STUDENTS’STRIKE STARTED ON A 
SMALL ISSUE . 


Reduce prices 

Giveup°“ 


INDEPENDENT STUDENTS 
CONFERENCE FEDERATION 


OFFICE 


ELECTIONS,FOUGHT WITH THE POWER 
x OF MONEY, LIES AND CORRUPT 
V PRACTICES, HAVE NO MEANING, 
m WILL THE YOUTH OF THIS 
&L COUNTRY LOOK ON SILENTLY? 


IT CULMINATED IN THE DISSOLUTION OF 
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


STUDENTS IN BIHAR 
FOLLOWED SUIT. THEY 
BB5AN BY MAKING 
DEMANDS FOR UNIVER¬ 
SITY REFORM BUT ALSO 
PROTESTED AGAINST 
CORRUPTION, HIGH 
PRICES AND UNEMPLOY¬ 
MENT. THERE WAS 
INDISCRIMINATE POLICE 
VIOLENCE AGAINST THEM. 


/ WE MUST NOT N 
( GIVE UP OUR STRUGGLE. 
THOUGH THEY USE FORCE 
s WE WILL USE NON- . 
VIOLENT MEANS, / 


THEY TURNED TO JP FOR HELP. THOUGH 
HE WAS (LL AT THAT TIME, HE AGREED 

TO GUIDE THEM. \ - 

I,, . ' I HAVE TWO CONDITIONS 

W& W TO MAKE: NO MATTER WHAT 
ML , j r THE PROVOCATION,YOU 

MUST NOT USE VIOLENCE. 
SfcSSin SECONDLY, EVEN IF YOU 

wZhp*\ selon© to different 

PARTIES, IN THIS MOVE- 

ment Y ou must 

S, FUNCTION AS ONE 

jmmy UNITED GROUP. A 


AN AMAZING RAPPORT WAS IMMEDIATELY 
FELT BETWEEN THE 70-YEAR-OLD 
LEADER AND THE YOUNG STUDENTS. 


WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT 
BOTH YOUR TERMS. THEY 4 
ARE IN KEEPING WITH OUJ? " 
^OWN FEELINGS ON V 
\ THE MATTER. sC?} 






























































FOLLOWING UP'S CALL FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, A DEMAND WAS MADE FOR THE DISSOLU¬ 
TION OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY. THE BIHAR GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, USED BRUTAL 
MEASURES TV SUPPRESS THE MOVEMENT. ON MARCH 18,1974, THE POLICE FIRED ON 
UNARMED DEMONSTRATORS AND EIGHT PERSONS WERE RILLED, 


ON APRIL 8,1974, UP LED A LONS AND 


• ■ * I WANT A TOTAL 
REVOLUTION— NOTHING 
LESS WOULD BE / 

y 


ACCEPTABLE. 


ON JUNE S, 1974, AT GANDHI MAIPAN 
IN BIHAR , UP PAV E THE CALL— | - 


I HAVE DECIDED TO FIGHT CORRUPTION 
AND MISSOVERNA1ENT, SLACK-MARKETING, 
PROFITEERING AND HOARDING. I WILL 
FI6HT FOR A CHANGE 
SYSTEM AND FOR A 
DEMOCRACY - * 


























































JAYAPfWKASH! 


HIS ILLNESS caused great ANXIETY THROUGHOUT the country. 


JP'S SPEECH WAS UREA CLARION CALL, 
ON NOVEMBER4 THE SAME YEAR, 

THE POLICE BRUTALLY BEAT UP PEACEFUL 
DEMONSTRATORS IN PATNA. EVEN JP WAS 
NOT SPARED, p 

JAYAPRAKASH! 


THAT SET IN A CHAIN REACT/ON AND 
DEVELOPMENTS TOOK PLACE AT A FAST 


JP, WHO WAS IN JAIL, FEU VERY ILL. ON 
NOVEMBER 12,1973, HE WAS FREED 
ON PAROLE AND TAKEN FOR TREATMENT 
70 JASLOKHOSPITAL /NBOMBAY. 


























































A MONTH LATER, WEN HE WAS A LITTLE BETTER, JP WROTE AN OPEN LETTER FROM HIS 
HOSPITAL SEP—’ | - 

“ t PEEL ASHAMED THAT WHILE ALL OP YOU ARE IN PRISON, I AM FREE— 
MY ILLNESS HAS CREATED THIS SITUATION. IN SICKNESS I AM MORE HELPLESS THAN 
I WAS IN JAIL.... THE SACRIFICES OF THE •••* THOUSANDS WILL NOT BE IN VAIN. 
INDIAN DEMOCRACY SHALL SUCCESSFULLY MEET THE PRESENT CHALLENGES 
AND SHALL, LIKE GOLD, EMERGE GLITTERING ALL THE MORE FOR ITS FIERY 
TRIAL...." 

JASLOK 12-12-75 




IN MARCH 1377, THE RULING PARTY WAS 
ROUTED AT THE ELECTIONS . ON MARCH 2A-, /9T7, 

AT RAJOHAT By THE SIDE OP THE ( SAMADHI 1 0P 
6ANDH/JJ IN DELHI, LOKANAYAK JAYAPRAKASH 
NARAYAN ADMINISTERED AN ORTH TO THE NEWLY 
ELECTED MEMBERS OP THE PARLIAMENTBEL0N&N6 
TO THE JANATA PARTY AND URGED THEM TO COMPLETE 
THE UNFINISHED WORM OF THE FATHER OF THE 


HAVING RE-LIT THE TORCH OF 
DEMOCRACY, JAYAPRAKASH, IN 
THE BEST TRADITION 0F i y06iS > 
KEPT AWAY FROM THE CENTRE 
OF POWER. HIS ONLY CONCERN 
WAS TO KEEP THE TORCH OF 
TOTAL REVOLUTION BURN/NS. 


ON JANUARY 18,1ST?, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT GENERAL ELECTIONS 
WOULD SOON BE HELD. OPPOSITION LEADERS WERE RELEASED. AT THE SUSQESTtON 
OF JP, THE VARIOUS OPPOSITION PARTIES MERGED TO FORM A SINGLE UNITED PARTY 




































































